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ABSTRACT

Iran is the only Islamic country in which all religious principles are
observed and, based on the constitution and system of the Islamic
Republic, as well as the Islamic culture and customs governing the
public space of the country, it is committed to observing Islamic
principles, laws, and regulations. With this approach, the present article
has tried to consider halal tourism in ecotourism resorts with an
emphasis on lIranian-Islamic hospitality, and the mental gap of the
present article is the beginning of a way to answer the question of under
what conditions and with what mechanisms has halal tourism in Iran
become problematic despite its rich potential? In this regard, with a
focus on the applicability of the research objective within the
framework of the "deductive strategy" and provided to 384 people as a
non-probability and purposeful sampling. Data analysis was also carried
out using statistical software (SPSS) and correlation matrix analysis and
Kruskal-Wallis. The results of the research showed that the tourism
process quality index with a coefficient of (t = 16.601) and the
infrastructure resources index (t = 15.868) obtained the highest score
among the research indicators and can be considered as a key
infrastructure for halal tourism. In contrast, the intelligence and demand
for halal tourism in Iran were negative and it has not been able to gain
its place in halal tourism. Deepening and facilitating awareness of
tourists and paying attention to the beliefs and emotions of tourists are
the two main drivers in infrastructure resources that should be planned
by futurologists of halal tourism, because the future has just as much
impact on the present as the past.

DOI:

Corresponding author (Email: mt.heydari@znu.ac.ir)
Copyright © 2022 The Authors. Published by KHarazmi University. This is an open access article
under the CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



https://gtp.khu.ac.ir/
mailto:mt.heydari@znu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The Journal of Geography and Tourism Planning, 2025, Volume 1 <Number 1

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism worldwide has been growing steadily every year, with various developmental trends
emerging globally. One of the significant trends in tourism is Halal tourism, which focuses on
catering to the specific needs of Muslim travelers in accordance with Islamic law. Halal tourism
ensures that the primary requirements for Muslim tourists, such as food and drink,
accommodations, and services, adhere to Islamic principles. Although the concept is tailored for
Muslim visitors, non-Muslim tourists can also benefit from Halal tourism offerings, which
mainly include Halal food, Sharia-compliant hotels, and restaurants. The present study delves
into the standardization of Halal tourism indicators in eco-lodging establishments, with a
specific emphasis on Iranian-Islamic hospitality, a concept deeply rooted in cultural, religious,
and social norms. Previous literature has explored the theoretical foundations and various facets
of hospitality, but this study addresses the gap by asking: under what conditions and with what
mechanisms can Halal tourism in Iran, a country rich in Islamic heritage, be fully realized? Iran,
as a nation that strictly adheres to Islamic principles, both legally and culturally, provides a
unique setting for investigating Halal tourism's challenges and potential.

Methodology

This study employs an applied, deductive approach to explore the standardization of Halal
tourism within Iran’s eco-lodging industry. The research method utilized is the Delphi
technique, which is implemented through a two-round questionnaire distributed to a purposively
selected sample of 20 participants. The participants were selected based on their expertise and
familiarity with the subject matter. The data collected through these rounds were analyzed using
advanced statistical tools, specifically the LISREL software, in conjunction with SPSS for
correlation matrix analysis and hypothesis testing. This robust methodology ensures a
comprehensive examination of the critical factors contributing to the standardization of Halal
tourism in Iran’s eco-lodging sector.

Results and discussion

The findings of the study reveal significant results in the context of Halal tourism
standardization. Among the various indicators, the standardization of tourism quality processes
(t = 16.601) and standardization of infrastructural resources (t = 15.868) received the highest
scores, signaling their central role in the successful implementation of Halal tourism standards.
These factors are pivotal in ensuring that eco-lodging establishments meet the necessary Halal
requirements, thereby fostering a welcoming and compliant environment for Muslim tourists.
On the contrary, the research found that smart technology integration and demand-side
standardization have not achieved significant results in the development of Halal tourism. This
highlights the need for greater attention to the role of intelligent systems—such as smart
weather forecasting, traffic predictions, and safety measures—in advancing Halal tourism
standards in Iran.

Conclusion

The study concludes that while Iran possesses immense potential for developing Halal tourism
due to its rich Islamic heritage, there are gaps in the integration of smart technologies and
consumer demand in the Halal tourism ecosystem. The findings suggest that planners and
policymakers should prioritize the development of intelligent systems and frameworks, such as
smart environmental management, smart transportation, and smart city initiatives, to
support the infrastructure for Halal tourism. Furthermore, enhancing public awareness about
Halal tourism and aligning it with Islamic values and emotions of the tourists is crucial for the
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successful standardization of Halal tourism resources. Future research should focus on
addressing these issues, as the future, just as much as the past, influences the present and will
shape the development of Halal tourism in Iran.
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