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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, due to the explosive increase in the population of cities
around the world, urban planners are looking for new solutions to
overcome these problems, and one of the new concepts for reducing the
problems of cities in the field of urban planning is the development of
creative tourism, which has received much attention in the past few
years. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to analyze the spatial
relationship between creative tourism indicators and the vitality of cities
in the neighborhoods of Arak city. The required data and information
were collected by two methods: library and survey methods, and after
analysis in EXCEL software, they were entered into GIS software and
spatially analyzed using multivariate regression in the form of the GWR
model. The statistical sample of the study was 384 citizens of Arak city.
The results of the study showed that the status of creative tourism
indicators is in an unfavorable condition and the peripheral
neighborhoods of the city are in a weaker condition. Also, the vitality
indicators in Arak city are not in a favorable condition, so that most
neighborhoods have an average score lower than 3. Also, the results of
the spatial analysis of the GWR model showed: Based on the R2
statistic, the relationship between the independent variable (creative
tourism) and the dependent variable (urban vitality) in two indicators,
comfort and convenience, safety and security, is 72% and 63%,
respectively, and creative tourism indicators can have a high impact on
the vitality of Arak city neighborhoods, especially in the eastern,
southern and southwestern regions of the city. Also, the R2 statistic
showed that the impact of creative tourism indicators on the dimensions,
attractiveness and visual diversity and the quality of attractiveness and
visual diversity of the vitality variable of Arak city neighborhoods is in
an almost average position of 53%.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
By creating a tourism platform in urban areas that are full of new and undiscovered
opportunities and by discovering and exploiting these opportunities in time and creating new
and competitive businesses based on it, the benefits can be gained. It brought significant
economy for the citizens. In order to achieve a sustainable model of tourism, several factors
have been investigated, including; The results of recent research show that creative tourism
experience is a secondary factor with four dimensions and indicators; It means environment,
process, product and creative class. In this regard, among the new policies proposed in urban
planning, creative tourism as one of the new ideas of urban planning in many cities of the world
has led to an increase in the level of vitality of citizens. Meanwhile, Arak, as one of the
metropolises of Iran, is involved in various urban issues such as; Air pollution, traffic,
marginalization, economic issues and sustainable incomes, sustainable management of
resources, disruption in urban systems, flexibility, resilience and retrofitting, transparency,
service, quality of urban life and satisfaction. Also, the activity of various industries (Shazand
Petrochemical, aluminum industries, industrial machinery factories, etc.) in Arak has given an
industrial face to the city and reduced the vitality of the citizens to some extent, so that
according to the available statistics, the metropolis of Arak is now one of the 8 most polluted
cities in the country. and air pollution has a close relationship with citizens' vitality.
Therefore, according to the topics and issues raised, it is evident that creative tourism in many
countries has moderated many problems of cities, so the main issue raised here is what is the
state of the creative tourism indicators of Arak city. ? How is the vitality of the neighborhoods
of Arak city? To what extent is the effect of creative tourism indicators in the spatial dimension
(neighborhoods) on the vitality of Arak city?

Methodology

The research method is descriptive and analytical and the objective is practical. The data and
information needed for the research were collected by two library methods (studying
documents, plans, articles, etc.) and by referring to related organizations (heritage and tourism)
and by a survey by distributing questionnaires in a stratified manner among the 5 regions of
Arak city. . To determine vitality indicators and creative tourism indicators, related sources and
documents were collected and studied; And finally, the indicators used in other related
researches were extracted. Finally, 4 indicators were selected for the independent variable of
creative tourism (creative environment, creative process, creative industries and products,
creative class); And for the dependent variable of urban vitality, 5 indicators were determined
(quality of attractiveness and visual variety, accessibility, attractiveness and variety of
attractiveness and visual variety, comfort and convenience, safety and security) and for each of
these indicators, several sub-indices were created to construct the item.

Results and discussion

The final analysis of the results shows that the status of creative tourism indicators (creative
class, creative process, creative industries and products, creative environment) in Arak
neighborhoods is at a low level. Also, the results of the spatial analysis of the influence of
creative tourism indicators on the urban vitality of Arak, according to the opinion of the
citizens, show that despite the low level of creative tourism indicators, most of the localities
have a high impact on the vitality of the citizens.

Conclusion
Therefore, according to these issues, the present research, using the GWR spatial tool, seeks to
evaluate and spatially analyze the influence of creative tourism indicators on the vitality of the
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neighborhoods of Arak metropolis. The final conclusion of the research confirms these contents;
that the situation of the localities of Arak city in terms of independent variable indicators
(creative tourism) is unfavorable, so that based on the final analysis of creative tourism
indicators (creative class, creative process, creative industries and products, creative
environment), only a very limited number of localities in regions 2, 4 and 5 have a good average
of the state of creative tourism. Also, most of the localities of Arak city do not have a good
quality of attractiveness and visual diversity, so that in the eastern areas of the city due to the
existence of various industrial factories and industrial towns, areas 4 and 5 due to the presence
of dense and old texture, high traffic, and the areas of the western region The Shazand side and
the refinery have very unfavorable quality, attractiveness and visual diversity from the citizens'
point of view. The conclusion of the spatial analysis of the GWR model showed; Based on the
R2 statistic, the relationship between the independent variable (creative tourism) and the
dependent variable (urban vitality) in 2 indicators; Social comfort and convenience are 72% and
63%, respectively, and creative tourism indicators can have a high impact on the vitality of the
neighborhoods of Arak city, especially in the eastern, southern and southwestern areas of the
city. Also, the R2 statistic showed that the influence of creative tourism indicators on
dimensions; The attractiveness and visual diversity and variable physical quality of the vitality
of the neighborhoods of Arak city are in an average condition of 53%.
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